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Scotland & Ireland
Aug 9-22 2012
14 days 12 Nights
$4499 pp. dbl. occ.

The TE will be repeating a much equested trip to Scotland & Ireland during the summerof

2012. We chose théugust dates because the worldanowned EdinburghArts Festival and the
Militar y Tattoo Show at Edinburgh Castle only take place at that timelhe “Tattoo” has been a
highlight of previous trips. If you are interested in this trip you must act immediately It is

extremely difficult to secure hotel space and get tickets to the Militar Tattoo Show Tickets often
sell out in a few days.The cost of this trip will include 4 staror superior tourist class hotels, al
flights, taxes, and fuel charges as of time of printing, tours as indicated, all&akfasts and dinnerg
as indicated.Tips for drivers and guides ae also included.

| :.:"--..'_-__"--' ' = -, . F" A
Thursday Aug. gh epalt for Edinburg from JFK. Movies, meals and drinks in flight.

Friday Aug 10" Arrival in Edinburgh.  The afternoon will be free to exploe the city and
experience the festivalThe Edinburgh International Festival is a festival of performing ats. It

takes place in the city of Edinburgh, Scotland ovethr ee weeks fom around the middle ofAugust.
By invitation fr om the Festival Director, the International Festival brings top class performers o
music, especially classical music, thear opera and dance fom around the world to perform.

The festival also hosts a series of visual taexhibitions, talks and workshops The Edinburgh

Festival Fringe(The Fringe) is the world’s largest ats festival. Established in 1947 as an alternati

to the Edinburgh International Festival, it takes place in Scotland capital during four weeks
every August
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The Fringe mostly attracts events fom the performing arts, particularly theatr e and comed
although dance and music also figue significantly. Theatre events can range im the classics o
ancient GreeceWilliam Shakespeae and Samuel Beckett to modern works, and in 2009 37% @
shows wee world premieres Howeverthere is no selection committee to appwre the entries — it
is an un-juried festival — so any type of event is possible; the Fringe often showcases experimgmtal
works which might not be admitted to a moe formal festival. In addition to ticketed eventg
included in the program, there is an ongoing steet fair, particularly on the Royal Mile. The
organizers are the Festival Fringe Society who publish the mgram, sell tickets and dier advice
to performers from the Fringe ofice on the Royal MileThe TE will help you get the festival
schedule so you can plan to use yofiree time in the best possible way

SaturdayAug 11™". After your Scottish breakfast, there will be a morning guided tourof Edinburgh

sights. Included will be a visit to the palace, if the Royal Family is not inesidence.There will

also be visits to Edinburgh Castle and othesites along the Royal Mile An expert local guide will

point out the most important sights. The afternoon will be free to exploe Edinburgh and see the
Arts Festival events. Tonight we include admission to the fabulous Militay Tattoo Show at
Edinburgh Castle. This is an event that will be emembeked for a lifetime. You will experience
singers, dancers, and spectaculdrag pipe bands fom around the world, in the esplanade of thg¢
Edinburgh Castle, as the show unfolds into an amazing experience.

SundayAug 12h We have povided a full free day in Edlnburgh It will be pOSSIb|e to get tlcket
to the many shows and events that arfirst presented at the Festival. Many shows that open
London and NewYork are first seen at this event.You will be able to get the full schedule at th
event ofice and plan yourday. The last time we did this trip some travelers enjoyed two sho
during their free day The biggest poblem is that there are SO many events to choosedim.




Monday Aug 13". Today we travel to Inverness (“Mouth of the RiverNess”). Ourfirst stop
along the way will be at famed & Andrews. An expert local guide will guide you through S.
Andrews Castle, befoe we see the most famous golf course in the worlthere will be time to
have lunch and exploe this historic old town. When we arrive in Inverness thee will be free
time to get acquainted with the town which is the capital of the Scottish highlands. Inverne
many times ravaged and burned by Highland clans competing for dominance, today see
designed forthe tourist with its ever expanding range of estaurants and pubs. Dinnemwill be
included at the hotel this evening.

Tuesday:Aug 14" Today we will explore Inverness & Fot Augustus which is located at the
southern tip of Loch NessThere will also be an included boat ride on Loch Nessyou may be
surprised what lurks beneath the surface of the LochYou’'ll have free time in Foit Augustus to
see the locks of the Caledonian Canal in action as boats riserin Loch Ness via a series of lock@.

Wednesda;Aug 15'h We drive toAviemore, the main town in the Calrngorms National Park i
the heart of the Scottish Highlands.The “Ring Cairn — Stone Circle” (c. 2400-2200 BC) is locate
at the end of the townAviemore services quite a wide aga and has many shops and pubs. Reps,
if i’ s not too early when we arrive you can taste one of many award winning beers such i
“Sheepshaggers Gold” of'T radewinds”. In the afternoon there will be a visit to the Eilean Dona
Castle or Island of Donan Castle, named after a'6century Irish saint, Bishop Donan whg
established a small eligious community there. Situated on an island at the point wher three
great sea lochs meet, and suwunded by some majestic scengrthe castle is one of the mo
visited attractions in the Scottish highlands.Later in the day we will have a guided tour of the
Ben NevisWhisky Distiller y followed by a tasting. Ben Nevis Distilley (1825) is one of the oldes
licensed distilleries in Scotland. It5 nestled at the foot of Britains highest mountain, Ben Nevis &
4 406 above sea Ieveﬂ'here is a free evening in Inverness to enjoy at youeisure.




Thursday Aug 16" We depat Scotland via the shot ferry ride from the Scottish pot city of

Stranraer to Belfast, Notthern Ir eland (Ulster). Ournew Irish bus driver/guide will point out the

most important sights. You will experience the beautiful landscapes beferour visit to the

spectacularGiant’s Causewaywhere an estimated 37,000 basalt columns, most hexagonal, extg
from the cliffs to the sea. It took MotheNature 61 million years to ceate it according to geologistg
Local legend cedits giant Finn McCool with laying the causeway as a pathway auss the sea tq
his lady love who, lived on the island oft&ffa in Scotland, whee similar columns are found. Our

hotel is in Londonderry (Derry). There will also be a stop today otomorrow morning, depending
on time, to explore and walk the famous Dery City Walls which are 30 feet thick.The walls go
only 1 mile around yet pack centuries of histoy in their grey-stone rampats. Dinneris included
at the hotel this evening.
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Friday Aug 17" We depat Derry and head forSligo in the Irish Republic. It's the largest town
in Northwest Ireland, which rose to pominence underthe Normans, but its appearance is mainl
the result of growth during the late 18" and 19" centuries. Its appeal is linked to being the bthplace
of WB Yeats, Ireland’s best known poet. Entrances to SligAbbey, the town’s lone surviving
medieval building and a visit toYeats Memorial Building are included. We will be staying in
Ballina this evening. Ballina, home of the famous Riveoy, is County Mayo’s largest town, the
home of the past Pesident of Ireland, Mrs. Mary Robinson, and the famous Ridge Pool, t

salmon anglers paradise in the centeof town. Its salmon fishey produces thousands of salmo
to the rod annually. There is a rich mixture of pubs, estaurants and nightclubs featuring a
variety of music in the town, which is famous foiits hospitality. The impressive & Mur edach’s
Cathedral stands imposingly on the banks of the Rivavloy. You will have free time upon arrival.
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SaturdayAug 18". We visit the Connemara egion of Ireland today Connemara is the peninsul
of Western Galway It has long been egarded as one of the most beautiful places in the world. Ifg
barren windswept landscape is compelling and inspiringThe blanket bog covering the egion
houses some beautiful and varied flora, and jvides a contrast to the moe green and fetile
land of the midlands and south Glaciers left patches of gy granite jutting outwards, and potato
rows atre still visible from the Great Famine.The fields are divided by hand-made stonewall
often collapsed. Irish or Gaelic (Gaeltacht) is widely spoken in Connemara and is the nati
language of all the localsA person who asks “Do you have any Irish?” is inquiring whethegyou
speak Gaelic, but you don’t have to because English is understood by ex@ne There will be
several stops along the waywe arrive in Galway in the afternoon.There will be time to shop and
explore orvisit a pub in this beautiful city.




SundayAug 19" There will be a shot coach tour of Galway before we depat for a day trip to
the Aran Islands. Galway is the centerof the Irish-speaking region and a lively university town.
The city tour should coverEyre Squae, Lynch’s Castle,The Quays, Cathedral of & Nicholas,
the SpanishArch and the Claddagh aea. The Aran Islands experience will show you what lifg
was like in the past on this desolate aa and how todaysome people & still able to live in this
rugged place. Ourtour takes us to Inishmoe, the largest of the theeAran Islands. The attractions
of the islands ae their austere landscape, crissassed with diy stone walls, stunning coasta
views and several large pehistoric stone fots, like DunAonghasa from the Iron or BronzeAge.
It" s thought that these islands wex once a par of the Burren but were cut away and left isolateg
over the millenniums by the eosion of the waters that formed Galway Bay
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Monday Aug 20". We depat Galway after breakfast and head eastbound fobublin, capital of
the Irish Republic. A guided tour will be taken upon arrival. Included is the entrance tolrinity
College, home to théBook of Kells the most richly decorated of leland’s medieval manuscripts
and S. Patrick’ s Cathedral, Ireland’s largest chuch located beside a saed well where legend
claims 8. Patrick baptized convetts. Consideed the “peoples’church”, it is today the national
cathedral of The Protestant Church of Ireland. Jonathan Swift, famed satirical authowof Gulliver’s
Travelsand once a Dean of the chwh is buried here.

TuesdayAug 215 Full free day to exploe Dublin’s “Fair City”. Aside from shopping on Grafton
Sreet with its statue of Molly Malone orpub crawling, in the Temple Bararea, you may want to
visit the country’s National Museum orNational Gallery. Or like many Dubliners, you may want
to escape the citys hustle and bustle and seek the sanctuaof 3. Sephen’s Green, which is
overlooked by fine Georgian buildings with their famous colorful doors or perhaps a walk ove
to Merrion Square, one of Dublins largest and grandest Georgian squas might appeal to you.
Maybe you'd like to walk across the Lifey on the Ha’penny Bridge to exploe north Dublin’ s
O’Connell Street and see the historic General Post e, the celebratedbbey and GateTheaters,
the Anna Livia Fountain or the statue of James JoyceThere is cetainly plenty to do and since
our hotel is centrally located, it will be easy to get aund to do as little oras much as you, like.
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Reservation Form

B Name(s) as they appear on your passport

B Address
B Phone number Email:
$100 non-efundable depost pp. Amount enclosed
IThe Travel Experience 54 Satellite Drislip Terrace NY 11752 ll
631-666-1904 Email trvlexp@optonline.net i




